2^6       REMINISCENCES OF WINFIELD S. HANCOCK.
perhaps no soldier during the war contributed so much of personal effect in action as did General Hancock. In the friendly circle his eye was warm and genial, but in the hour of battle it became intensely cold, and had immense power on those around him. It is not necessary to say to those who hear me, that the opening of a battle operates with very different results on different organizations. In General Hancock I should say that the nervous, the moral, and the mental systems were all harmoniously stimulated, and that he was therefore at his very best on the field of battle. Of such organizations are all men who have won decisive victories in action. Notwithstanding all his fame as a soldier, I think history will accord not the least bright page to his administration in Louisiana and Texas. At a time when military men thirsted for power, when one part of our country was demoralized by poverty and defeat, and when even the people of the North were getting accustomed to the despotism of long-continued military authority, General Hancock clearly proclaimed the fundamental principle of the subordination of the military power, which is always abnormal to the civil, which alone has the true interests of mankind in its keeping.
The political  campaign  of   1880 brought   me again in close contact with General Hancock.    Ien, andatriotic conduct is due, if not to him, to the friends of law and justice throughout the country. Of such an act as his, at such a time, it is but fit that the dignity should be vindicated and the virtue proclaimed, so that its value as an example may not be lost to the nation.
